
Before t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment, D .  C. 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11683, of  C a p i t a l  Memorial Seventh Day 
Advent i s t  Church, pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  8207.2 of t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion a s  provided by Sec t ions  
3101.41 and 3101.42 of the r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
Montessori pre-school and elementary school  i n  t h e  R-1-A 
Zone a t  t h e  premises 3150 Chesapeake S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  known 
a s  L o t  836, Square 2263. 

HEARING DATE: August 21, 1974 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: August 27 ,  1974 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Applicant proposes t o  cont inue opera t ion  of t h e  
Ma.ter A m o r i s  Montessori School on t h e  church premises i n  t h e  
R-1-A Zone. 

2. The school  i s  t o  be operated by t h e  Montessori 
Soc ie ty  of Chevy Cha,se, Inc. ,  a non-prof i t  corpora.t ion i n  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. a.nd ha.s been opera.ted on t h e  
church premises s i n c e  1968. 

3. The proposed school  cons is t s  of  bo th  pre-school and 
elementary c l a s s e s  ha.ving a. max imum enrollment of a.pproximately 
one-hundred (100) s t u d e n t s  w i t h  f i f t y - f i v e  (55)  of those  
be ing  i n  t h e  pre-school l e v e l .  

4. The school operates f i v e  (5) days a week wi th  pre- 
school  level hours scheduled from 8:45 a.m.  - 11:45 a.m. 
and elementary l e v e l  hours scheduled from 8:45 a.m. - 3:OO p.m. 

5. The school  uses  no buses  for  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  a.nd a l l  the c h i l d r e n  e i ther  wa.lk t o  school or  a . r r ive  
and d e p a r t  by ca . r  pool.  There i s  a. b h c k t o p  pa.rking l o t  
wi th  a.pproxima.tely s ix ty- f  i v e  (65) spa.ces which provides 
bo th  p1a.y a.rea. f o r  t h e  s tuden t s  a.nd more than  a.dequate 
pa.rking f o r  t h e  ma.ximum of t e n  (10) tea.chers.  

6. O f  t h e  maximum f i f t y - f i v e  (55)  pre-school s t u d e n t s  
75% r e s i d e  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia wi th  50% of those  
r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  immediate neighborhood. The remaining 24% 
r e s i d e  i n  Maryland and 1% r e s i d e  elsewhere. 

7 .  There a r e  no a r t ic les  of commerce for s a . l e  a t  t h e  
school.  
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8. The s t u d e n t s  u s e  a t o t a l  o f  f o u r  (4)  c l a s s rooms  on 
the s u b j e c t  property. T h e  p l a y  a.rea f o r  t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  (55)  
pre-school s t u d e n t s  c o n s i s t s  of 3,888 s q u a r e  f e e t  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  the c h u r c h ' s  a l l  pu rpose  r o o m  and 20,520 s q u a r e  feet  
a v a i l a . b l e  on the  b l a c k t o p  p a r k i n g  a r e a .  

9. The s t a . f f  memora,ndum and subsequen t  t e s t imony  a . t  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  of the Zoning S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  of the 
Municipa.1 P h n n i n g  O f f  ice recommends a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  a .pp l i -  
c a t i o n  s t a . t i n g  t h a t  there i s  a.degua.te s c r e e n i n g  on three ( 3 )  
of t h e  bounda.r ies  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  sepa.ra . t ing the 
church  from the a . b u t t i n g  r e s i d e n c e s .  On the f o u r t h  bounda.ry 
i s  a. three ( 3 )  a.cre  r ec rea . t i ona .1  pa,rk.  

10. The church  i s  o n l y  used by t h e  membership on 
Saturda.ys  and except for  the proposed  s c h o o l  it w i l l  be 
va.ca.nt d u r i n g  the w e e k .  

11. The o n l y  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  r e c o r d  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
is  a t e l e g r a m  from a n  owner o f  improved p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  
two-hundred ( 2 0 0 ) f e e t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
the  proposed s c h o o l  w i l l  a d v e r s e l y  change t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
the  a d j a c e n t  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e s .  

1 2 .  The re  h a s  been  no other o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e d  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  w l i i c h  h a s  e x i s t e d  on the  church  p r a i s e s  
s i n c e  1968. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based u p m  the above F i n d i n g s  o f  F a c t  and t h e  ev idence  
o f  r e c o r d  the  Board f i n d s  no s u b s t a n t i v e  ev idence  t o  deny 
c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the  Montes so r i  s choo l .  There w i l l  be 
no  a r t i c l e s  o f  commerce f o r  s a l e  on t h e  premises and there 
is  a t  l e a s t  one-hundred (100) s q u a r e  feet of p l a y  a r e a  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  each  p re - schoo l  s t u d e n t .  T h e  p re - schoo l  
e n r o l l m e n t  h a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number from the immediate 
neighborhood and the u s e  is  conven ien t  t o  s a i d  neighborhood. 
T h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  a r e a  on t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  and 
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na.tura.1 s c r e e n i n g  t o  protect the a.d j o i n i n g  a.nd nea.rby 
p r o p e r t y  f r o m  a.ny t r a . f f i c , n o i s e  or other o b j e c t i o n a . b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  
The s o h o o l  p r o v i d e s  m o r e  tham a m p l e  pa . rking a.nd s i n c e  it 
was e s t a b l i s h e d  on the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i n  1968 t h e r e  h a s  
been no a .dverse change i n  the  a . rea .  Approval of t h i s  u s e  
i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning 
Regula . t ions  a.nd w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a .dverse ly  a . f f e c t  ne ighbor ing  
property. 

ORDERED: That the a.bove a .pp l i ca . t i on  be GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE D. (2. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

L - 7 I 

ATTESTED By: idLC && -r, y, 7' I /y ;7J 

JAMES/ E. MILLER 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  the Board 


